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of imperial policy. Rifts, however caused, in the structure of
the Empire were a danger which, in view of the barbarian
menace, the ruler could not afford to overlook. Constanti-
nople was to be the strategic centre for the defence of the
Danubian and Eastern frontiers; she was also to be the
stronghold of Orthodoxy, the guardian of the newly-sealed
alliance between Church and State.
At the same time, emphasis was laid on the continuity of
Greek culture, rooted though it was in pagan memories.
The rich cities of Syria and Asia Minor, the venerated island
shrines of the Aegean were stripped of their masterpieces of
sculpture, their tutelary images, to adorn the new mistress
of the Roman Empire. Education was sedulously fostered
by the authorities, and before long the University of Con-
stantinople, with its classical curriculum, was attracting
students from all parts. The process of centralization con-
tinued, and this was furthered by the closing in 551 of the
school of law at Beirut, after the destruction of the city by
earthquake.
From the first, then, the three main principles of the
Byzantine Empire may be said to have manifested themselves
—Imperial Tradition, Christian Orthodoxy, Greek Culture.
These were the permanent directing forces of Byzantine
government, religion, and literature.
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The administrative reforms of Diocletian and Constantine
had given to the Roman Empire a renewed lease of life, a
restoration, dearly bought though it was, of stability after
the chaos of the third century. Important, however, as these
reforms were, it is possible to regard them as the logical con-
clusion of existing tendencies. The two acts of policy, on the
other hand, by which Constantine became known to pos-
terity—the foundation of Constantinople and the imperial
favour increasingly shown to Christianity—may justly be
considered a revolution, which set the Empire on new paths.
That revolution took three centuries for its full develop-
ment, but its final consequence was the creation of the East
Roman or Byzantine State. Thus from Constantine (d. 337)
to Heraclius (d. 641) stretches a formative period, during

